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Keeping Faith 
with 

God and Our Church 

For One Hundred and Eleven Years 

Methodist Protestant Church 
has served 

God and Humanity 

Faithfully. 

This is 
the last year 
of our 

Denomination History 

GOD CALLS 
And we have come 
To a triumphant conclusion to her 
glorious record. 

“THE METHODISTS ARE ONE PEOPLE” 
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of the 

Ninety-Third Session 

of the 

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE 

Methodist Protestant Church 

convened at 

ANSLEY, LOUISIANA 
November 15,1939 

Dissolving session of the Methodist Protestant Church 
Louisiana District 

Rev. Mary Ellon Perdue delivered the closing sermon of the 
last session of the Louisiana Conference. 

Benediction Rev. E. 0. Hearne 
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OUR SAINTED DEAD 


These All Died in the Faith 

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and 
their works do follow them.” 


DAVID ALLEN BODIE 
JAMES BENJAMIN LANDERS 
CALVIN SIDNEY MORRISON 
JOSIAH T. HUMPHREYS 
OLIVER R. HEARNE 
B. W. TAYLOR 
JAMES P. PATTON 

I. R. STRICKLAND 
W. DAVIS OWEN 
ROBERT T. CROW 
T. L. CRUMPLER 
W. P. MASON 

D. T. PONDER 
L. H. SWAYZE 
A. G. AUSTIN 

J. W. TERRY 
P. A. SMART 
J. F. HEARNE 
SARAH A. BRADY 
W. P. FOWLER 
JAMES C. HEARNE 
OMER W. STEWART 
JAMES ALBERT HOLT 
JOHN ALEXANDER RILEY 
R. M. WALKER 

W. M. PLATT 
J. F. REID 
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MINISTERIAL ROLL 


NAME ADMITTED 

ORDAINED 

SERVICE 

G. J. L. Brown (Retired) 

1896 

1904 

37 Years 

E. 0. Hearne 

1897 

1904 

38 Years 

Mary E. Bartlett 

1901 

1907 

35 Years 

F. Lyman Shows (Retired) 

1902 


35 Years 

I. A. Patton 

1898 

1901 

38 Years 

Mary Ellon Perdue 

1904 

1906 

35 Years 

Charles Moore 

1932 

1936 

6 Years 

E. A. Dennard (Retired) 

1911 

1914 

22 Years 

John M. Strozier 

(Located by request) 

1917 

1925 

14 Years 

H. H. Cantley (Retired) 

1915 

1925 

13 Years 

J. T. Garrett 

1934 

1937 

5 Years 

J. B. Blackburn (Retired) 

(Transferred from Ark. Con.) 

1908 

12 Years 

J. H. Lewis (Retired) 

1909 

1912 

26 Years 

Morris G. Lee 

1927 

1929 

12 Years 

F. L. Hearne 

1928 

1931 

11 Years 

B. P. Durbin 

1931 

1934 

8 Years 

Rex Squyres 

1935 

1938 

4 Years 

C. J. T. Cotton 

1930 

1933 

6 Years 

H. E. LaCroix 

(Located by request) 

1928 

1932 

10 Years 

W. 0. Lynch 193.9 

(Transferred from Ark. Con.) 

1922 

22 Years 

Ola Kamsey 

(On accepted supply list) 

1923 

1931 

9 Years 

C. A. Calhoun 1935 

(Transferred to Texas Con.) 


2 Years 

W. P. Shows 

1936 

1938 

3 Years 
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NAME 

ADMITTED 

ORDAINED 

SERVICE 

H. C. Kennedy 

1936 

1938 

2 Years 

J. R. Downs 

1907 

1910 

31 Years 

J. W. Lee 

1909 

1912 

29 Years 

E. W. Corley 

1913 

1916 

21 Years 

W. F. Ragsdale 

1920 

1925 

17 Years 

R. H. Hearne 

1928 

1931 

11 Years 

James A. Jones 

1927 , 

1933 

9 Years 

L. A. Bodie 

1927 

1933 

9 Years 

Ira L. Yeager 

1921 

1924 

18 Years 

B. F. Griffin 

1912 

1918 

24 Years 

Lula Wardlow 

1913 

1916 

26 Years 

James R. Strozier 

1917 

1923 

19 Years 

W. H. Carroll 

1936 

1938 

3 Years 

Tillman Brown 

1936 

1938 

3 Years 

Fern Cook 

(In hands of president) 

1936 

1939 

1 Year' 

Lea Joiner 

1936 

1939 

1 Year 

Nettie Mae Cook 

1936 

1939 

1 Year 

Pierce McKeithen 

1936 

1939 

1 Year 

Ada Johnson (Located) 

1912 

1916 

4 Years 

Elaine Willett 

1937 v 

1939 

1 Year 

Orby Coody 

1939 



R. L. Elmore 

1939 

■ —.- — ■ 

.—™ 

H. B. Simms 

1936 

1939 

2 Years 

Anna Ruth Nuttall 

1939 



M. H. Corley (In School) 

.1937 

—.— 

.—— ?«r 

Jack Shaw (In School) 

1938 



Murrel! Gunn (In School) 

1938 








































Jno. Wesley Jones (In School) 1938 
Joe Keifer (In School) 1938 

Eugene Brown (In School) 1938 


LAY REPRESENTATIVES 


Monroe 

W. W. McDonald, Sr. 

Monroe,La.,Mo.R-A,South 


Mt. Nebo 

G. E. Mays 

Ansley, La. 


Strickland 

Mrs. P. A. Burnham 

Pineville, La., R.F.D. 


Spring Hill 

Chatham 

W. E. Ewing 

Chatham, La. 


West Carroll 

T. I. Head 

Pioneer, La. 


Queen City, transferred to Texas Con. Clyde Thomas, Pastor 

Sunrise 

Evergreen 

W. R. Peterson 

Jonesboro, La. 


Concord 

H. G. Hearne 

Chatham, La. 


Mt. Pleasant 

Chester Foster 



Bear Creek 

Lloyd Anderson 

Quitman, La., R.F.D. 


Pollock 

Miss Mollye Stewart 

Pollock, La. 


Hollens Chapel Jess Ivey 

Dry Prong 

Jonesboro 

W. W. McDonald Jr. 

Jonesboro, La. 


Winnfield 

Penn Luther 

Winnfield, La. 


Urania 

Mrs. Chas. McCartney Urania, La. 


Mt. Zion 

J. P. Neal 

Montgomery, La. 



Jena 


Barron’s Chapel 


Colfax 

F. G. Wardlow 

Montgomery, La. 

Luna 

J. C. Jordan 



Dodson 


Bentley Circuit Henry Lanier 
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Proceeding s 


The ninety-third annual and closing session of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, after one hundred and eleven 
years of denominational history, convened at Ansley, La., 
Nov. 15, 1939, with the president, J. W. Lee, presiding. 

Mr. G. E. May had charge of the music. The choir and 
congregation sang with pathos “How Firm a Foundation” 
and “Have Thine Own Way Lord.” 

The president read for the scripture lesson the entire 
seventeenth chapter of St. John’s gospel, emphasizing “The. 
Oneness of God’s People,” engaged in earnest prayer after 
which he declared the conference open for business. 

The address of welcome was ably delivered by Rev. Paul 
Durbin, pastor host, with response by the president of the 
conference. 

The secretary, Rev. Mary Ellon Perdue, called the con¬ 
ference roll which was corrected. 

With bowed heads the names of our “Honored Dead” 
were called. 

Upon motion the name of our beloved Rev. J. F. Reid 
was transferred to the list of our honored dead. 

The Conference Bar was fixed to include; the first ,five 
pews, including the platform. 

Upon motion the transfers of Rev. E. L. Elmore and 
Rev. Anna Ruth Nuttall from the Texas Conference of the 
Methodist Protestant Church were received. 

Upon motion by their request Revs. John M. Strozier 
and L. E. LaCroix were located. 

Upon motion the “Elders Credentials” of Rev. J. B. 
Blackburn were duplicated and properly signed. 

Dr. Edith Lacy, medical missionary from India, was in¬ 
troduced and invited to an honorary seat. Upon motion the., 
time was fixed for Dr. Lacy to address the conference. 

At this time a letter was read from Bishop Straughn, 
stating the" amount of ourassessmentto defraY bur part br 
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the expenses of the General Conference . An offering was 
taken and our part of the expense was paid in full. 

Upon motion the “Historical Gavel” presented to the 
Louisiana Conference by the late consecrated layman, Mr. 
A. W. Stewart, was presented to his family, the president 
delivering same to Miss Mollye Stewart, daughter of the late 
A. W. Stewart, who was a delegate to the conference. 

At this time Rev. F. Lyman Shows was called to the 
chair. The president read his report which was adopted. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

To the 93rd session of the Louisiana Conference of the 
Methodist Protestant now in session at Ansley, La., greetings in 
the Lord. 

Dear Comrades: We are now closing out one hundred and 
eleven years of eventful history for which we have a right to be 
grateful. We have made our contribution to evangelism. Thou¬ 
sands have been saved at our altars and thousands have conse¬ 
crated their all to God at our altars, finding holiness a reality an 
experience and reality for service. 

We have made our contribution to the new church, in the 
form lay right womens rights, local church rights. 

The Pentecostal Herald recognized the Article of Faith on 
Sanctification one of the greatest religious contributions made 
to the new church. 

Official Acts: : 

I have served continuously where needed most. Soon after 
the annual conference I released Bro. Ragsdale from Mt. Pleas¬ 
ant Circuit and appointed Rev. E. O. Hearne to Mt. Pleasant and 
Zoar. Rev. R. H. Hearne to Pine Grove and Walnut Grove. I 
released Rev. Hardie Carroll from Boyd, Ark., and sent Rev. J. 
R. Strozier to it. I helped Dr. Doss and Sister Perdue organize a 
church at Bosco and ordained Pierce McKeithen, Nettie May 
Cook, Turn Cook, Lee Joiner as provided for at our last annual 
conference. I transferred Rev. C. A. Calhoun to Texas Methodist 
Protestant Conference and received the transfers of Miss Anna 
Ruth Nuttall, also a Bro. Elmore. 

I have labored with the other church leaders in caring for 
our preachers and churches and they have been very gracious. 
I made the trip as your delegate to the uniting conference with 
Bro. T. L. Johnston and attended every session and did what I 
think you would have done had you been delegate. 

This has been the best year we have had in finances. Most 
of our pastors have received their salary and our operation year 
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finances went over 2,000 mark. Much of the credit is due our 
faithful efficient women and good pastors. 

Recommendations: 

That we enter the union whole heartedly, making the great¬ 
est contribution possible and keep the spirit that prompted us to 
give the union a unanimous vote by our delegates to general 
conference and by the annual conference. 

J. W. LEE, President. 


It was moved, seconded and carried that the same offi¬ 
cers of the annual conference remain officially in office un¬ 
til there be no further need of same: 

Rev. J. W. Lee, President; 

Rev. Mary Ellon Perdue, Secretary; 

Rev. Ira L. Yeager, Treasurer; 

Rev. Luther A. Bodie, Statistician. 

The president appointed the following committees: 

OFFICIAL CHARACTER—E. 0. Hearne, B. P. Dur¬ 
bin, F. L. Hearne. 

CAMP CHATHAM—E. W. Corley, F. L. Hearne, John 
G. Head. 

DIVINE WORSHIP—B. P. Durbin, G. E. May, T. E. 
Terry. 

THANKS—I. A. Patton, Mrs. Chas. McCartney, Mrs. 
Ola Ramsey. 

TEMPERANCE—R. H. Hearne, Hardy Carroll, Charles 
Moore. 

SUPERANNUATES BENEFIT—E. O. Hearne, W. W. 
McDonald Jr;, Rev. Lula Wardlow. 

FINANCE—T. L. Johnson, W. W. McDonald Sr., J. T. 
Garrett. 

Rev. Mary E. Bartlett’s report was read and she was 
granted evangelistic relationship. 

C. J. T. Cotton, W. P. Shows and Mrs. Ola Ramsey sub¬ 
mitted reports which were adopted. 
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Our college boys, Marvin Corley, Murrell Gunn, Jack 
Shaw, Wesley Jones were present and submitted their re¬ 
ports which were adopted. 

Motion to adjourn. 

Benediction by Rev. E. W. Corley. 

A lovely dinner was prepared by the ladies of the church 
and served on the church lawn. Much praise and credit is due 
the ladies for this bounteous spread. 


Afternoon Session 

Conference reassembled promptly at the appointed 
time. 

Devotionals by Rev. Lee Joiner. Prayer by Rev. E. M. 
Mouser. 

The hour of the day having arrived Dr. Edith Lacy, our 
medical missionary from India, was introduced by Mrs. A. 
Wells, after which Dr. Lacy addressed the conference con¬ 
cerning our advancement and needs in the India mission 
field, closing with the Lord’s Prayer spoken in “Maratha.” 

Roll call omitted. Minutes of the morning session adopt¬ 
ed as read. 

Rev. Morris Lee, Miss Lee Joiner, W. F. Ragsdale sub¬ 
mitted reports which were adopted. 


RESOLUTIONS 

A resolution was presented by W. W. McDonald Jr., a 
member of the Church Extension Board, recommending the 
liquidation of any debt on any property held by the Board 
be liquidated. This resolution was unanimously adopted. 

RESOLUTION OFFERED BY W. W. McDONALD Jr. 

Moved and carried that all indebtedness held by the Board 
of Church Extension against the various churches of the Louisi¬ 
ana Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church be canceled. 


The following resolution which was presented by 
Bishop J. C. Broomfield was also adopted. 
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RESOLUTION OF BISHOP BROOMFIELD 

Whereas, after the adjournment of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church there may be 
business, the transfer of property, and other interests to be cared 
for. 

Therefore, be it resolved that this conference create a con¬ 
tinuation committee to which shall be delegated authority to act 
for this conference, wherever the interests of the conference may 
be involved; 

Resolved further that the committee be composed of the 
president and secretary and treasurer of the annual conference, 
along with the president and secretary and treasurer of the 
Board of Church Extension of this Conference and they be au¬ 
thorized to serve in this capacity. 


Bishop Broomfield addressed the conference concerning 
the union of Methodism and spoke encouragingly about the 
Methodist being one people. 

Upon motion the time for the memorial service for Rev. 
J. F. Reid was fixed to be at the beginning of the evening 
service. 

Upon motion Rev. Ada Johnson was located. 

Rev. J. A. Downs, rescue missionary, submitted report 
which was adopted and his same relationship granted. 

Committee on Itinerancy and Orders submitted report 
which was adopted. 

ITINERANCY AND ORDERS 

We recommend that Miss Elaine Willett, having faithfully 
persued the Course of Study, and having presented a satisfactory 
report, be elected to Elder Orders at the evening session of the 
Ninety-Third Session of the Annual Conference now convening, 
November 15, 1939, at Ansley, Louisiana. 

Also, we recommend that M. H. Corley, Chas. Moore, Jack 
Shaw, Murrel Gunn, John Wesley Jones, Joe Keiffer, and Eugene 
Brown, who are in school, retain their relationship with this 
conference. 

We recommend that A. W. Coody, coming properly recom¬ 
mended by quarterly conference, be given probationary relation¬ 
ship to this conference, and be placed in the First Year’s Course 
of Study. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. LYMAN SHOWS 
LULA WARDLOW 
I. L. YEAGER 
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Upon motion the 1 %% of the pastor's salary be assess¬ 
ed to the several charges for expense of the jurisdictional 
conference. 

Upon motion the money brought from the Queen City 
Circuit be divided equally between the president and the pas¬ 
tor of the circuit. 

Motion to adjourn. 

Benediction by J. A. Downs. 


First Day Night Session 

After the song and prayer service, Rev. Mary Ellon Per¬ 
due delivered the closing sermon of our denominational ex¬ 
istence as a Methodist Protestant Church. 

The memorial service in honor of Rev. J. F. Reid was 
conducted by Rev. G. J. L. Brown, assisted by J. W. Lee, 
C. J. T. Cotton and F. Lyman Shows, concluding with a fit¬ 
ting hymn by the choir. 

Following was an impressive ordination service. Miss 
Elain Willett, of Centenary College, was ordained to the 
ministry. 

Committee on Temperance submitted report which was 
adopted. . 

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE 

In as much as the scripture teaches us to be temperate in 
all things and feeling that this includes all our habits, but more 
especially the use of intoxicating drinks, gambling, the use of 
tobacco, Sabbath desecration, etc. 

As a Conference, we should take a definite stand for total 
abstainence for Paul says, “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” 
Our boys and girls should be taught that they must “touch not, 
taste not, handle not the unclean things.” 

Therefore we recommend that as a conference We put forth 
every effort in our power to blot out the liquor traffic and that 
no ministers be received and ordained who do not abstain from 
the use of tobacco. We also recommend that all ministers abstain 
from all worldly amusements that hinder the cause of Christ. 

Respectfully submitted,. . 

W. H. CARROLL 
CHAS. L. MOORE 
R. H. HEARNE 
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Committee on Finance submitted report which was 
adopted. 

FINANCE 

Your committee on Finance offers the following report and 
recommendations: 

1. General and annual conference claims be assessed at one 
($1.00) Dollar per member after they reach the age of 18 years. 

(a) % of above $.50 allotted to annual conference. 

(b) V 2 of $1.00 (50c) allotted to general conference. 

$30.00 be paid annual conference secretary. 

$20.00 be paid annual conference treasurer. 

After paying for the printing of the Conference Journals, 
Balance to be divided as follows: 

75 per cent to superannuates. 

25 per cent delegates expense to general conference. 

T. L. JOHNSTON 
w. w. McDonald, Sr. 

J. T. GARRETT 


Committee on Pastor’s Report submitted report which 
was adopted. 


COMMITTEE ON PASTORS REPORTS 

This committee has received, examined and passed upon all 
the pastor’s reports. 

L. A. BODIE 
TILLMAN BROWN 
B. F. GRIFFIN 

Fern Cook, Elain Willett submitted report which was 
adopted. 

Committee on Thanks submitted report which was 
adopted. 


THANKS 

We your committee on thanks wish to express our sincere 
appreciation to the pastor, members and friends of church and 
community of Ansley for their cooperation in making this the 
last great day in the life of our beloved Methodist Protestant 

14 















Church a great success and we assure you that in our going we 
will always remember you in our prayers. 

REV. I. A. PATTON 

MRS. OLA RAMSEY 

MRS. CHARLES McCARTNEY 


Conference treasurer submitted report which was 
adopted. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE TREASURER 

Nov. 15, 1939, balance and receipts, superannuate fund $ 129.60 
Receipts, General and Annual Conference, 1938-39. 1,429.91 


Total..........................$1,558.51 

Disbursements: 

General Conference (World Service) $1,094.23 

General Conference Delegate... 167.93 

Superannuates . 97.50 

Annual Conference Journal. 50.00 

Annual Conference Secretary. 30.00 

Annual Conference Treasurer . 20.00 

Nov. 15, 1939, Gen. Con. Del. Fund. 7.48 

Nov. 15, 1939, Church Extension Board 29.93 

Total Disbursements . $1,497.07 

Balance in Treasury $61.44. 

Respectfully, 

I. L. Yeager, Treasurer. 


The treasurer of Board of Church Extension submitted 
report which was adopted. 

REPORT CHURCH EXTENSION BOARD 


Oct. 22, 1938, balance in treasury as reported at 

the close of Annual Conference.$118.30 

Receipts: 

Dec., 1938, check from Rev. J. W. Lee, sale of lot 

at Marian, La... 17.50 

Nov. 15, 1939, amount received from annual 

Conference Claims . 29.93 


Total Receipts ..........$165.73 


1:5: 




















Disbursements: 

Nov. 10, 1938, check to Rev. J. W. Lee, 

expenses to Bastrop and Parmersville, La., 

Annual Conference Interests .$ 5.00 

Nov. 28, check to Miss Willie Walker, 

Loan to Pollock Church. 75.00 

Dec. 23, to balance on annual conference journal 3.00 
Jan., 1939, checked on account for superannuates 12.06 
April 12, check to Rev. J. W. Lee, expenses, 

Annual Conference Interests... 5.00 

Total Disbursements .. 100.06 


Balance in Treasury.$ 65.67 


Respectfully, 

I. L. YEAGER, Treasurer, 


REPORT OF DELEGATES EXPENSE TO 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 

To 93rd annual conference of Methodist Protestant Church: 

Expense account for ministerial and lay representative to 
uniting conference held at Kansas City: 

From Bro. Yeager..$167.93 

Gas . $24.09 

Oil . 6.40 

Storage . 8.00 


Flat Tire ... 13.60 

Meals . 51.10 

Hotel... 48.00 

Laundry and Pressing. 5.10 

Offering... 10.00 

Wash and Grease. 1.50 


$167.79 


.14 

J. W. LEE 
T. L. JOHNSTON 


It was moved and carried that Rev. Ira L. Yeager serve 
on the committee concerning Camp Chatham. 

Motion to adjourn until 8:30 a.m. 
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Second Day Morning Session 


Devotionals by Rev. F. Lyman Shows, reading for the 
scripture lesson the 14th chapter of St. John’s gospel and 
engaging in prayer. 


Upon motion Rev. J. B. Blackburn was superannuated. 


Upon motion Miss Fern Cook was left in the hands of 
the president. 

Upon motion an offering was taken to defray Bishop 
Broomfield’s expenses, which were paid in full. 


It was moved, seconded and carried that the name of 
Arthur McVey be dropped from the roll. 

Motion to adjourn. 


The benediction was pronounced by Rev. E. O. Hearne, 
the oldest active minister in the conference. 

Thus closed our historic record as a seperate denomina¬ 
tion. 


After adjournment the conference went in a body to 
Ruston, La., where the union of the Louisiana Conference 
was held by the Bishops, ministers, and delegates. 


J. W. LEE, President 

MARY ELLON PERDUE, Secretary 
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